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Most magick is founded on philosophy, with the Hermetic Laws
being one of the them. These principles are a set of philosophical
beliefs based on the ancient writings of Hermes Trismegistus, circa
300 BCE. These principles were found inscribed on emerald tablets
and discovered by Alexander the Great when he unearthed Hermes
Trismegistus's tomb. 

The information contained on those tablets were passed down to
each generation and  became the foundation for alchemy and
ceremonial magick. One of it's most famous line is:

As above, so below. As within, so without.

Scholars debate whether the actually writings were done by the
Greek god Hermes or by the Egyptian god of wisdom, Thoth. Some
believe they are one and the same - Hermes was known to have
lived in Atlantis and Egypt and scholars believe that Thoth was
integrated into ancient Greek mythology as Hermes over the ages. 

The Seven Laws are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
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Hermetic means 'secret knowledge' or 'sealed'.

Trismegistus means 'thrice great' and refers to the three branches
of wisdom that Hermes Trismegistus possessed.

The First Branch = Alchemy
The Second Branch = Astrology
The Third Branch = Theurgy

(Theurgy is magic or miracles created with the beneficial aid of a
deity, god, or angel)

This information was published in 1912 in English, in a book called
The Kybalion, by someone/s under the pseudonym of “the Three
Initiates”, and it was dedicated to Hermes Trismegistus.

The Hermetic teachings are found in all areas of the world as we
know it and within all religious and mystical teachings. The appeal,
as well as the application, are absolutely universal. The teachings
have been repackaged for profit over and over again in our modern
day lives, for example 'The Secret' and the 'Laws of Attraction'.  

“We have the truth still with us. But it is not found in books, to any
given extent. It has been passed along......from lip to ear. When it was
written down at all, its meaning was veiled in terms of alchemy and
astrology, so that only those possessing the key could read it aright.”

The Kybalion
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The all is mind; the universe is mental. – The Kybalion

This is the foundational principle because it lays the framework in
which all other laws arise. It states that everything exists within the
divine consciousness, aka a mental conception of the
universe/God/Goddess.

This principle lies on the belief that everything in the universe is
created by thought. There is nothing that exists within our physical
and material world that did not come from a thought first. 

The underlying truth is that we all have unlimited potential to think
our life into being, aka thoughts become things.

Having mastery of our mind and mental powers means that we can
create our own reality. 

Our thoughts are either conscious or subconscious. The way to
make this Hermetic Principle of Mentalism work for you is to
practice with having positive conscious thoughts so much so that
they eventually become subconscious thoughts.

“He who grasps the truth of the Mental Nature of the Universe is well
advanced on The Path to Mastery.” 

The Kybalion
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The Great Physical Plane
The Great Mental Plane
The Great Spiritual Plane

As above so below: as below, so above. – The Kybalion

This principle is a lesson in perspective and association. It teaches
us to look within ourselves for the answers we seek. Our reality is
created by our thoughts (the Principle of Mentalism), but we enjoy
it, or dislike it, by how we perceive it to be (the Principle of
Correspondence).

The Hermetic Philosophy also states that the Universe is divided
into three great classes of phenomena, aka the Three Great Planes:

1.
2.
3.

These three planes all exist with the help of each other and flow
together seamlessly. They correspond with each other.

This principle also leads us to the use of tools and items, that when
chosen correctly, will help aid us in our magickal workings.

Examples are a table of correspondences like that of herbs or
crystals with specific energetic qualities, from which we can choose
to enhance our personal magic or spells.
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The Law of Attraction
The Law of Change

Nothing rests; Everything moves; Everything vibrates. The Kybalion

This principle teaches us that everything is in motion, whilst nothing is at
rest. Everything in this universe, right down to the tiniest atom, is moving
at a vibrational speed all of its own. Sometimes we can see this vibration,
but most of the time we cannot. We have to trust that it is there. Vibrations
at higher frequencies exist at a rate that we, as humans, cannot see; but we
can see lower frequency vibrations where our eyes and minds can translate
the light refractions into physical things. As beings, we either vibrate at a
state of harmony or at a state of chaos - and we can control which state we
wish to be in.

Everything is always in a constant state of flux - changing and moving all
the time. Under this principle, the only distinction between the
manifestations of Matter, Energy, Mind, and Spirit, boil down to the
different vibrations of what is manifested.

The Principle of Correspondence is divided into two parts: 
1.
2.

As you already know, the Law of Attraction, teaches us that like attracts
like. What we think, we can attract to us (good or bad).

The Law of Change teaches us that when we change our attitude, the
world around us changes to match our new energetic vibration. We emit
the strongest vibrations from our heart, and all positive energy stems from
these heart vibrations , including abundance. So when we do magic from
our heart, we attract the corresponding desire.
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Everything is dual; Everything has poles; Everything has its pair of
opposites; Like and unlike are the same; Opposites are identical in nature,
but different in degree; Extremes meet; All truths, are but half-truths; All

paradoxes may be reconciled. 
The Kybalion

In this principle we learn that everything is relative to something else. We
live in a world of dualism - everything has a polar opposite, like: hot &
cold, light & dark, rich & poor, good & bad.

Within each polar opposite lies the essence of the other and balance each
other out.

You can be rich in material things, but be poor in relationships. You can
be poor in possessions and own nothing, but feel rich at the freedom you
have at not being bogged down with 'stuff'.

Witches walk between the worlds, learning and exploring the balance
between them. Our magic is best when conducted impartially in the
center. Magic is neither good nor evil. It is simply which polarity we wish
to believe in. If you believe magic is good, then it is good!

In prosperity magic, the Principle of Polarity is found in the energetic acts
of giving and receiving. The more you happily give, the more you will
abundantly receive. 

The goal of a witch is to walk in balance, work alongside nature, and
respect polarities.
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Everything flows, out and in; Everything has its tides; All things rise
and fall; The pendulum swing manifests in everything; The measure

of the swing to the right is the measure of the swing to the left;
Rhythm compensates. 

The Kybalion

In this principle we learn that everything flows in somewhat of a
cyclical nature. There is rhythm between every pair of opposites:
what goes up, must come down; what goes forward, must come back
= for every action there is a reaction.

As witches, we utilize this principle best by working with the wheel
of the year, the cycles of the moon, and the seasons, naturally
circling back again to the beginning to start all over again. 

We cannot control this rhythm of life, but we can control how it
affects us. By working with the rhythm of life instead of against it,
our magic is more powerful. 
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Gender is in everything; Everything has its masculine and feminine
principles; Gender manifests on all planes.” 

The Kybalion

In this principle we find the law of polarity in action. Gender exists
on all planes of existence (Physical, Mental and Spiritual), and
represents different aspects on each plane.

Every being and everything contains both feminine and masculine
elements. For example, our bodies may be female in anatomy, but
psychologically we may be more prone to express masculine energy. 

The Masculine energy is always in the direction of projecting out, is
centered around the will, and is strong and assertive. 

The Feminine energy is always in the direction of receiving, is
centered around the heart and imagination, and is more yielding.

The Principle of Gender can be seen everywhere: yin and yang, sun
and moon, earth and sky, right brain and left brain, god and goddess.

Witches can best utilize this principle by ensuring there is a balance
between feminine and masculine energies in their magick making.
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Every cause has its effect; Every effect has its cause; Everything
happens according to law’ Chance is but a name for law not recognized’

There are many planes of causation, but nothing escapes the law.
The Kybalion

Every cause has an effect, and every effect has a cause.

The Principle of Cause and Effect is similar in concept to Karma, in
that everything is connected to everything else in the Universe, so
whatever energy or action we put out, will eventually have a result
that will come back to us.

Essentially, this principle emphasizes that there are no accidents,
coincidences, and nothing happens just by chance. Chance is the
name given to a yet unrecognized law.

When we do any spellworking, the energy or intention that we send
out into the universe, will have a ripple effect and will return to us,
bringing with it the rewards or repercussions of the spell.

Utilize this principle for doing successful attraction and banishment
magic.


